Ambharic

PATEXP AT PACTRLP 118 MC PHALR TF@ BAPAATA ACTIME NALITR PATIL-TF 11C NARLE P+L814 ARUY
£FAA 97 PHAA ARARF PALFA AM- AFC £FAA PI° UF 917 PATILF 2L NAFERP 2020 N¢M MC 9oL
PAM-CT®-P7F HARY AEMML 8 ATPF 10» NBA PARPLM- TRILIM- 1@ FPATLRID NLART ARG PIRL ATD-
NN +@ALMD NNTRYF Gt NBA PAFERPIT APATEM ATPFAL english A+EAU NAT AT@¢- AL NFGT
PAEUE AR LATR PARPMALM- PATIL-T 10r ATLARLE ALICTR ATRHLA Nd ARUPT 67U P 17 TR1EYax
AT APMN NNTRTT GaRF N3A 927 3P0 NA NO- Ao 2

PAFTELP HARY A&MMCE ML NPT §a0F 0L PIRA 176 AAG- PACNELTR NAT 1NET AT918U $0F N ME
BA PCF PRID ATLH 10- ATIR IRTTR PUA ATPY ALY 79 NHU HARY PHASP HG 7 N7 2825 10» N7
NCU 5 10~ AT APNNGH AGC T 0T AT ATRLNE-PT AT AT AT 116 171 19 17 aR@mmC FAh 191
192 FF MAT 10 NNE ARTFF T AT918.U.

PAAE ATE4P REN AT ML A8 N ATDT PaRNNZ@ APANZI® 17 FALH NFADF ATE 10 T hNZa- N LaD
A1479 DAY 1@ ATLIR P LIPH s TRY@- P+ PHMT AATD- 4 ATRANT Y14-F 2928 3031 ALY
am&MMC AT APTINNC AR 30 ALY AR 13 F@ CT AL NENT 7 DL ¢7 BPTA ATRAA NF A8
£EMEA TAT 1@ ATHU PINP HARY ASMMC ALF EMCLIA ARTFF@- PR PARATM: AAT®- 17C aB5IC
AR BLE 10 ATIAFTFA F947T +NAe AL IR0,

Nir 2C LARANAA PCTPFTY P PARAN: N1 9% AM7T PAR PARAR: NFM-AL PR PNN4NT 92 HIT ATLMN
PALAMNTF 10 NA, OCT A&A NF NAICT® 109 NIA $CN 1H ALY NCHFF P+A+4NT NBT APAPO-: 10~
A7918.U aand AAPE NPT BUTT AT&T 10 NAF AT8ARANF ATPANT AR LAT® demekech AR ATRPART
MANG +a2HIT MAT 10 HTNGT B4 126 AR N 11CF ATIDP &4 13FU ATHANALCT ATPANAL A785 D
10 AT8U 102 29PHT NANMTM® HTM PNPAA ULDTT LemAL PA HTN APFC ATE.

ACIR P9, P9RT PAL G HTN NAGY B-HN P1747Y AT ARANTD P17 PATTHAN ALY RATRTA THAT 10
HO®k A78.NAT ACT° NHU RFDPA A8 PACT FPE NCEF MW ThAD-,



English

I may not be the right person to tell you why it happened the way it happened, but | know that there are
differences. For instance, Ethiopians, we have like... This year we are in 2014, not in 2021, we are like
lagging eight years behind the Gregorian calendar. It is associated with Ethiopia heard about the news of
the birth of Jesus Christ eight years after he was born, probably, but I'm not quite sure. So it is from exact
time when they heard that, they start counting the new year. So it is related with that.

Other festivities like the Christmas and others celebrated worldwide are associated with just Ethiopian
calendar in that way, there's is that. And so we celebrate Ethiopian new year every 11th of September or
10th of September, because we don't normally we don't have like 31, 28, 29 days like we have them in
Gregorian calendar. But we have like 30 strict days every month, but just know the remaining one is going
to be the 13th month of five or six days only, between August and September. That is one of the unique
differences we have in calendar in Ethiopia which influences our holidays and the festivities.

And the other one is typical to my ethnic background. And we call | mean it is similar to America's
Thanksgiving Day. It is celebrated around 1st of October every year, yeah 1st of October | think. I'm not
sure because the days are changing. We can't tell exactly which days because sometimes | mean the
13th months goes for six or five. So it changes the exact day of the festivity. So we call it Irreecha in Afar
Oromo. Irreecha is like similar to the American Thanksgiving and then.

Why is it celebrated in at the end of September? Because the summer season, too much of rain, too
much of floods, it is dark, it is not comfortable. Because it's not comfortable because people are working
in farms in rainy season, and it's too much. They are thankful that summer has gone peacefully, and
thanking God for what happened for the rain the abundance of rain, because if there is no rain there is no
life. That is Oromo's understanding about rain and the whole ecosystem.

And then they give thanks to God and the creator Waaqa or one God, and they believe that it is only him
who gives life and continue the creatures to exist through rain giving them rain. Because they believe
majority just know earthly life depends on rain and water, and water is the main source of living things
according to the Oromo. They thank God they give thanks and they go to lakes, there are sacred lakes,
and they go there with fresh grass on their hands and the flowers. And then they dip that fresh grass, and
mix the fresh grass and the flowers together into water body, and they spray the water to different places
and giving thanks just thanks.

People are saying that the Oromo are worshipping the river, or worshiping the mountain, or something
like that, but the issue is not that. They are recognizing God for giving them that water and appreciating
him, and at the same time asking him for a better future. That he will continue to give them water, and
continue to bless them, and continue to nourish them with all their needs.



It is nowadays, it is being celebrated globally. The Oromo who are Oromo diaspora, wherever they are,
whether in the North America, Australia or whatever Europe, if they're able they come to Oromo and they

celebrate it, in millions.

Over the last five years now, not less than a million people, sometimes up to eight million, come to the
same vicinity and worship, no give thanks. This is one of the major festivities and cultural festivities in

Oromo, Ethiopia.
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